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British Honey Importers & Packers Association ‘The Honey Association’
CODE OF PRACTICE
for
The Importation, Blending, Packaging and Marketing of Honey


Information may be obtained about the Honey Association from www.honeyassociation.com
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1. [bookmark: _TOC_250004]SCOPE
To set out the Code of Practice (hereafter ‘COP’) for the importation, blending, packaging, and marketing of honeys for voting Members of the British Honey Importers & Packers Association (hereafter ‘The Honey Association’). 
This COP is provided with the aim of giving Members a point of reference and guidance on relevant legislation and industry guidelines. It is provided expressly without liability in its application.

2. [bookmark: _TOC_250003]INTRODUCTION


With less than 10% of the market being satisfied by honey commercially produced in the UK, importation of honey is necessary to meet consumer needs in terms of demand and variety.
The Honey Association is concerned to safeguard the reputation of honey as a pure and natural foodstuff, to prevent attempts to adulterate the product or make false claims about its geographical or floral origin.


3. LEGAL REQUIREMENTS, DESCRIPTION, CLAIMS AND LABELLING OF HONEY


(a) LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Members of The Honey Association undertake, when importing, blending, packaging and marketing of honey, to comply with the specific requirements of The Honey (England) Regulations 2015 No 1348and with separate regulations carrying the same provisions made for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (hereafter ‘UK Honey Regulations’).

Additionally, compliance is required with The General Food Regulations 2004 No 3279 including traceability requirements, with the general requirements of the Food Safety Act 1990, The Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008 No 1277, and any subsequent amendments to these Regulations.

Particular attention is drawn to the requirements for labelling descriptors, The Food Information Regulations 2022 No 481, advertising and the requirements relating to the nature, substance and quality to which honey must adhere.
The UK Honey Regulations also cover the physical and chemical composition of honey offered for sale, laying down criteria in Schedule 1, Regulation 16, Compositional Criteria, including but not limited to:
· Sugar content
· Moisture content
· Water insoluble content
· Electrical conductivity
· Free acid
· Hydroxymethylfurfural content
· Diastase activity

It is a strong recommendation of the Honey Association that any analysis undertaken in order to confirm compliance of a product to the UK Honey Regulations, for the above listed criteria, be conducted in an appropriately accredited laboratory facility, following recognized validated methodology.

(b) DESCRIPTION
The description “honey” without further qualification can be used only for pure honey. This description may be used on the label to describe (or be used in place of) the specified honey products: baker’s honey, blossom honey, nectar honey, chunk or cut comb honey, comb honey, drained honey, extracted honey, filtered honey, honeydew honey and pressed honey. 
Defined in the regulation as;
· baker's honey” means honey that is suitable for industrial use or as an ingredient in another foodstuff which is then processed;
· “blossom honey” and “nectar honey” mean honeys obtained from the nectar of plants;
· “chunk honey” and “cut comb in honey” mean honeys which contain one or more pieces of comb honey;
· “comb honey” means honey stored by bees in the cells of freshly built broodless combs or thin comb foundation sheets made solely of beeswax and sold in sealed whole combs or sections of such combs;
· “drained honey” means honey obtained by draining de-capped broodless combs;
· “extracted honey” means honey obtained by centrifuging de-capped broodless combs;
· “filtered honey” means honey obtained by removing foreign inorganic or organic matters in such a way as to result in the significant removal of pollen;
· “honeydew honey” means honey obtained mainly from excretions of plant sucking insects (Hemiptera) on the living part of plants or secretions of living parts of plants;
· “pressed honey” means honey obtained by pressing broodless combs with or without the application of moderate heat not exceeding 45° Celsius.

(c) LABELLING –
· Must comply with The Food Information Regulations  2014 and any subsequent additions or amendments.
· Label description must comply with all aspects of the UK Honey Regulations 2015
· Honey may only be described as “honey” or a specific type of honey as referenced in 3(b) above.
· Honey types other than those listed in 3(b) are not defined in the UK Honey Regulations and are therefore not recognised by The Honey Association as legal descriptors.

The label must include:
· The name of the food
· The appropriate durability declaration
· The net weight
· The name or business name and an address or registered office of either or both manufacturer or packer or a seller established within the UK. For members situated in Northern Ireland (NI) this address can be NI or EU.
For honey blends sold in England and Wales, product should be labelled as one of the following:
· country of origin (if one country)
· List of countries
· ‘blend of honeys from more than one country’ (or similar wording)
         For honey blends sold in Scotland, options for labelling origin include using:
· ‘blend of honeys from more than one country’
· blend of honeys from (insert name of a specified continent or trading bloc) and outwith (insert name of a specified continent or trading bloc)”, or
· “blend of honeys from (insert name of a specified country or specified continent or trading bloc) and (other countries”).

Whenever honey is to be sold by specific floral or geographical description then Members must take reasonable steps and exercise due diligence to satisfy themselves that the product wholly complies with the chosen description. The product name of a relevant honey may be supplemented by information relating to its specific quality criteria provided it is supported by relevant analysis.
Members must take reasonable steps to ensure that the source material is pure honey, is not falsely described and otherwise complies with the requirements of the law.
In accordance with The Honey Association voluntary code of practice on infant botulism, the label shall contain the following statement: “Unsuitable for children under 12 months”
The label must be clearly legible and indelible, and the name, durability and net quantity must be in the same field of vision.


Honey traded outside of UK markets should comply with the relevant legislation in the country of import.

4. [bookmark: _TOC_250002]IMPORTS

As imported honey accounts for at least 90% of the United Kingdom market, importers will take reasonable steps and exercise due diligence to ensure imported honey is not adulterated or falsely described and otherwise complies with the requirements of legislation detailed in section 3 and any specific contracted conditions.


Importers must:
(a) Have in place a regularly reviewed, risk-based supplier approval procedure and source only from approved suppliers. 

(b) Based on a risk assessment of the supplier, take samples that shall be analysed for compliance with The Honey Regulations and agreed specifications at an appropriate laboratory as defined in section 3(a).

(c) Maintain records of all samples for reference for at least the full life of the packed product. 
(d) Conduct analyses to ensure the product does not exceed Maximum Residue Limits for veterinary medicines, heavy metals, pesticides and other such potential contaminants at a frequency determined by risk.

(e) Ensure that all honey packaging and containers are clean, sound and suitable for containing foodstuffs. All packaging and containers must carry adequate, indelible and legible identification. Packaging should comply to the. Materials and Articles in Contact with Food (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 No. 704.


5. QUALITY CONTROL AND ASSURANCE


The purpose of this part of the Code is to ensure that minimum standards are prescribed to which Members would subscribe and to form the basis of a system of reasonable precautions and due diligence. To those ends Members must ensure that relevant staff are made fully aware of all the requirements within this Code of Practice commensurate to their role and responsibilities and that they implement the basic control procedures set out below. 
Members are required to have in place an industry recognised quality standard, preferably Global Food Safety Initiative (GFSI) or Safe and Local Supplier Approval (SALSA). Members should demonstrate a commitment to maintaining this certification for the full term of their membership of the Honey Association. The Honey Association reserves the right to review Member’s certification status at any time and suspend those who fail to maintain certification to a recognized standard as detailed above.
To assure due diligence, Members must have documented procedures in place to cover the requirements of this Code of Practice. Staff responsible for the quality and legality of product must be aware of the requirements of the Code of Practice.

Quality assurance procedures include but are not limited to:
(a) Sampling plans and procedures
Samples shall be taken according to a relevant documented procedure at a frequency determined by risk or as required by legislation or customer demand.
(b) Traceability & Record Keeping
Records of all samples and the results shall be kept as per section 4 (c)
Members must make records and any other relevant documentation readily available to any enforcement authority upon request.
Members shall maintain traceability systems for all batches of product in line with the requirements of their chosen certification standard. As a minimum this should enable the identification of the last manufacturer, packer and/or supplier of the product and also the onward recipient/customer.
(c) Supplier approvals
An appropriate level of documented supplier approval must be in place. Systems should be risked based to determine appropriate procedure and frequency for approval. Criteria for approval should include current environmental and ethical trading considerations.
(d)  HACCP and Risk Assessment
A documented HACCP, Product Safety Plan and/or Risk Assessment shall be in place to cover the process steps for which the Member is responsible to assure safe and legal product.

(e) Vulnerability assessments
Each Member must have a documented risk‐based system of vulnerability assessment in place to cover process steps within the supply chain in accordance with the requirements of their recognised quality standard.


6. [bookmark: _TOC_250001]COMPLAINTS

Members shall have a documented complaints procedure in place to record, investigate and resolve complaints. Records will be maintained as per section 4 (c)

The complaints procedure The Honey Association would expect its members to follow is outlined below:

(a) The Honey Association expects its members, on receipt of the complaint, to acknowledge it, record the date of receipt and full details of the issue.

(b) The complaint will be assigned to an appropriately‐trained person employed by the Member. The issue will be investigated in a timely manner and findings reported to the complainant as soon as practicable with proposals to resolve the matter in the event of the complaint being justified.

(c) All Members shall report to The Honey Association any complaint of a nature serious enough to bring the industry into disrepute, where the nature of said complaint could result in adverse publicity or product recall. This should be done within 48 hours of the Member becoming aware of the severity of the issue.

(d) This procedure in no way prejudices a complainant’s right under the law nor does it preclude the complainant from pursuing the complaint elsewhere.

(e)  Members and The Honey Association (in the case of (c) above) will keep a record of each complaint and the actions taken with the dates and details identifying relevant parties.












7. [bookmark: _TOC_250000]MONITORING AND GENERAL

It is a condition of membership of The Honey Association that Members must under no circumstances adulterate or knowingly falsely describe the product.
The Honey Association reserves the right to monitor Members’ adherence to the Code of Practice and ensure that applicants for membership fully understand and agree to the requirements and implications of the Code of Practice. 

Alleged breach(es) of any provision(s) will be raised with the Member concerned and addressed appropriately.

The requirements of the Code will be reviewed from time to time by The Honey Association or at the request of relevant enforcement authorities.
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